[Diagnosis and treatment of tuberculous appendicitis].
To study the diagnosis and treatment of tuberculous appendicitis. 12 cases (0.26%) with tuberculous appendicitis diagnosed by histopathological examination selected from 4,652 patients during 1968 to 1997 were analysed retrospectively. The mean age of the patients with tuberculous appendicitis was 35 years, the disease occurred 2 times more frequently in women than in men and was usually secondary to tuberculosis elsewhere in the body (7 cases). There were 7 cases with proliferative lesions, 3 cases with ulcerative lesions and 2 cases with two kinds of lesions. 12 cases were all misdiagnosed preoperatively, 2 cases were diagnosed definitely in the operation. In 12 cases, 7 cases underwent simple appendectomy, 2 cases partial celectomy and 1 case right hemicolectomy, appendectomy and resection of regional lymph nodes were performed on 2 cases, treatment of anti-TB was given postoperatively to 9 patients. All the patients recovered without complications. It's hard to get definite diagnosis of tuberculous appendicitis before operation because of low incidence and non-specific clinical manifestations, so careful observation in the operation and routine histopathological examination must be emphasized. Early operation and postoperative treatment of anti-TB should be advocated in order to prevent from complications.